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A S5TUDY OF PATENT MORTALITY RATES:
USING STATISTICAL SURVIVAL ANATLYSIS
TO RATE AND VALUE PATENT ASSETS

Jonathan A. Barney
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» Q Why are some patents abandoned and others maintained?

» ASSUMPTION 1: Individual patent decision makers will, on
average, choose to pay maintenance fees only when the
perceived value of the expected remaining economic benefit
secured by the patent exceeds the amount of the maintenance
fee, taking into account appropriate risk factors, anticipated
rates of return, etc.
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4 year Maintenance Rate vs. Number of forward citations
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